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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1761 

CORRECTEDCOPY (MRN 1761 VICE 1621 MCN 7420 VICE 7332) 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPR, SY 

SUB J : STRAINS IN THE CONFRONTATION STATES 

1 . THE DAMASCUS MEDIA HAS LITTLE FURTHER TO SAY ABOUT MEETINGS 
OF FOREING AND DEFENSE MINISTERS OF THE "CONFRONTATION AND 
RESISTANCE FRONT" WHICH ENDED IN DAMASCUS MARCH 20. MEDIA 
COMMENTARIES HINT THAT MORE OCCURRED THAN WAS APPARENT FROM 
THE TEPID FINAL COMMUNIQUE, BUT FROM INITIAL REPORTS, THIS 
APPEARS TO BE A SMOKESCREEN TO MARK A MEETING WHICH SHOWED 
THE FRONT'S WEADNESS WHEN CONFRONTED WITH A MAJOR CHALLENGE. 
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2. FRENCH EMBOFF, WHO TALKED TO PALESTINIANS KNOWLEDGEABLE 
ABOUT THE MEETINGS, TOLD US THAT PLO REPS WERE VERY ASSERTIVE 
AND PROUD OF THE ROLE THEY WERE PLAYING IN LEBANON. SYRIANS 
WERE EMBARRASSED AND ON DEFENSIVE, MAKING IT CLEAR TO THEIR 
"ALLIES" THAT SYRIA NEEDED MORE AID. LEBYANS WERE UPSET 
THAT SYRIANS WERE NOT DOING MORE FOR THE PLO, AND THIS SEEMS 
TO HAVE BEEN BORNE OUT BY QADDHAFI’S RAMBLING TELEVISED 
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SPEECH IN WHICH HE POSED QUESTION AS TH WHETHER FURTHER 
LIBYAN FINANCIAL AND MILITARY SUPPORT FOR SYRIA MADE SENSE 
IN THE FACE OF ITS PASSIVITY IN LEBANON. ACCORDING TO 
FRENCH, ALGERIANS GENERALLY LINED UP WITH THE SYRIANS AND 
WERE UNDERSTANDING OF SYRIA'S PRECICAMENT. 

3. THROUGHOUT CONFERENCE, IRAQI AMBASSADOR HERE WAS 
ACTIVELY CORNERING DELEGATES BETWEEN SESSIONS. 

LIKELY SYMPATHETIC HEARING HE GOT FROM THE LEBYANS MAY 
ACCOUNT FOR SYRIA'S PERMISSION TO PERMIT IRAQI "VOLUNTEERS" 

AND MATERIEL TO TRANSIT COUNTRY ON WAY TO SOUTH LEBANON. 

4. IT IS PREMATURE TO PREDICT THAT THE FRONT WILL DISSOLVE, 

BUT ADSSAD S SIGNALS THAT UNDER THE PROPER CIRCUMSTANCES SYRIA 
COULD AGAIN WORK WITH SADAT AND THE LACK OF STRONG SYRIAN 
SUPPORT FOR THE PLO DURING THE FIGHTING ARE NOT LIKELY TO 
REASSURE THE MERCURIAL QADDHAFI. 

MURPHY 
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